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January 12, 2011

Honorable Members
The Erie County Legislature
92 Franklin Street - 4th Floor
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Honorable Members:

At the Common Council Meeting held on Tuesday, January 11, 2011, the following item was
ADOPTED by the full Council:

(Item No. 72, Tuesday, January 11, 2011) "City of Buffalo Support for War of 1812
Bicentennial Celebration"

Please review the enclosed item, and address and file your comments with the Common
Council, 1308 City Hall, by 2:00 PM Thursday, January 20, 2011. If you have any questions or
need further information, please contact me at 851-5105.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

/1717

L> C P:r
Brian C. Bray ftl..
Sr. Legislative ~sslstant
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Sponsor:

Subject:

RESOLUTION

Mr. Golombek

City of Buffalo Support for War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration

35.

Whereas: OnJune 18th, 1812, theUnited Statesof America declared war on the British Empire as
part of a planto annex Upper Canada (Ontario) and all Britishterritory in NorthAmerica to thewest,
marking the beginning ofwhatwould come to be knownas the Warof 1812; and

Whereas: TheNiagara Frontier was the mosthotly contested battlefront of the Warof1812, with
the Great LakesandNiagara Riverareas hosting ntunerous landandnavalbattles; and

Whereas: December 2010 marked the 197th anniversary of the invasion and burning of the village
ofBuffuloby the British duriog the Warof 1812, an act done in retaliation for the burning of the
Canadian village ofNewark, nowknown as Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont., by American forces; and

Whereas: The Cityof Buffalo is working withbicentennial organizers to arrange for
commemorative bonfires to be lit along the shores of the NiagaraRiver every so oftenbetween
December 2010and2013, the200th anniversary ofthe War of 1812, in orderto commemorate the
burnings of Buffalo andBlackRock by the BritishandNewarkandFortErieby American forces -,
Event planners in FortErie, Out intend to hold similarevents to promote community interest in the
War of 1812 bicentennial; and

Whereas: TheHistoric Preservation Committee of the BlackRocklRiverside Good Neighbors
Planning Alliance has senta letter to the Buffalo Fire Department, which has beenfiled withthe
Common Council andis currently before the Legislation Committee, stating that they areseeking
$5,000 in seedmoney from the Warof 1812 Binational Legacy Council, a coalition that is promoting
events tied to the war's bicentennial, to get this commemorative bonfire pilot program started onthe
American side;and

Whereas: Canadian government agencies and foundations havealready provided approximately
$19.5 milliontowards staging a fitting cross-border commemoration for the bicentennial of the Warof
1812. These donations willbe usedto fund projects suchas a makeover of the Niagara Falls, Out,
Historical Musemn; improvements to Fort George; new signs ontheNiagaraRiverParkway; a visitor
center at Old FortErie;a Legacy Council website; and a first edition bicentennial map; and

Whereas: Unfortunately, the onlyU. S. govemmental funding thathas thusfar beenprovided for
the War of 1812bicentennial commemoration in Western New Yorkhas been a $5,000 donation
approved by the Niagara County Legislature and a recent commitment of$15,000 from theCity of
Niagara Falls; and

Whereas: DottieGallagher-Cohen, president and CEOof the Buffalo Niagara Convention and
Visitors Bureau, has beenquoted as saying that her organization has found $25,000 to $50,000 in its
budget for marketing andpromotion of1812 activities; and

\Vllerea.: The GreatLakes Seaway Trail has $120,000 in federal funding reimbursements for
costs associated with 100new interpretive signs; production ofa newWar of 1812 guidebook and­
brochure; andrelated tourism promotions; and

Comm. 2M-6 
Page 2 of 3



Whereas: In light of the historic role that Buffalo and the Greater Niagara Regionplayed in the
War of 1812 and the lastingimpactof this international conflict on America, it wouldbe
unconscionable if the City of Buffalo, Erie County,New York State and the FederalGovernment did
not followthe leadof our Canadian neighbors, the CityofNiagara Fallsand NiagaraCountyby
appropriately funding the War of 1812 bicentennialcornmemoration in WesternNew York.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved:

That the Cornmon Council, in recognition of the importanceof leading by exampleand the historic
impactof the Warof 1812on our city, region and nation, intends to set aside a fraction of the money
that is budgetedeachyear for Council Member's discretionary money, ideally in an amountof between
$5,000and $10,000 from eachDistrictCouncilMember, to providefunding for the Warof 1812
bicentennial commemoration; and

Now Therefore Be It FurtherResolved:

That this Honorable Bodyrespectfully requests that the Mayoral Administration similarly identify
funding that can be used to support the War of 1812bicentennialcommemoration; and

Now Therefore Be It FurtherResolved:

Thatthis Honorable Bodyrespectfully requests that the Mayoral Administration examine the
possibility of including plans andrecornmendations for funding for specialeventssuch as the War of
1812Bicentennial Commemoration as part of the City of Buffalo's Comprehensive Plan; and

Now Therefore Be It FurtherResolved:

That this Honorable Bodyrespectfully requests that our partners in ErieCounty government, New
York State Government andthe FederalGovernmentidentify appropriate fundingto support the War
of1812 bicentennial commemoration; and

Now Therefore Be It FinallyResolved:

That this Resolution be referredto the appropriate Common Council Committee and forwarded to the
Mayor, CityComptroller, ActingCorporation Counsel and our elected representatives in Erie County,
New York State andthe FederalGovernment for their review and comment.
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